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Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1.111 

This is responsive to the Office Action dated December 2, 2002, in the above- 
identified patent application. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows. 
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In the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 . (twice amended) A method for selecting a hybridization oligonucleotide to 
hybridize to a target nucleotide sequence, said method comprising: 

(a) identifying a predetermined number of non-identical oligonucleotides within 
a nucleotide sequence that is hybridizable with said target nucleotide sequence, said 
oligonucleotides being chosen to sample a length of said nucleotide sequence, 



